Syllabus for Course:  The Study of History

Offered by Department of History Course Code : HS101
Semester = 1 Credits 3 -+
Open to : All IMA students Pre-requisite : None
Course Objective:

This course intends to give an overview of theoretical and philosophical aspects of the
discipline of history. It deals with the use, types and sources of history, the problems of
historical facts, objective truth and generalisation and history’s relationship with other
social/human sciences.

Evaluation Components:

In accordance with the requirements of continuous assessment, every student has to take three
internals, which can comprise of tests and a Term paper or a book review. The term paper and
books/chapters for review should be decided in consultation with the teacher and the schedules
for the submission of term paper/review and dates of tests will be announced in advance.

Course Outline;

Unit-1: History: Nature, Use, Types and Sources
What is History and how it matters? Nature and scope of History; Benefits and burdens of the
past: Types of History: Sources for the reconstruction of History.

Unit-2: Historian and Historical Facts
Historian and his facts: history as a dialogue between the past and the present; Individual in
History

Unit-3: Historical Evidence and the Problem of Historical Truth
Objectivity and bias in History; Causation in History; Value Judgement in History;
Generalisation in History

Unit-4: History and Interdisciplinarity
History and other social and human sciences; Writing History.

Essential Readings:

Carr, E.H. What is History (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1967).
Collingwood, R.G. The Idea of History, revised edition, ed. by W.J. van der Dussen (Oxford
University Press, 1993).

Elton, G.R. The Practice of History (London: Fontana Press, 1967).
Jenkins, Keith. Re-thinking History (London: Routledge, 2003).

Southgate, Beverley. History: What & Why? (New York: Routledge, 2001).

Additional Readings:

Bloch, Marc. The Historian's Craft. Trans., Peter Putnam (New York: Vintage Books, 1953).
Braudel, Fernand. On History (Chicago: Chicago University Press,1982).

Jenkins, Keith. At the Limits of History: Essays on Theory and Practice (New York: Routledge, 2009).
Jenkins, Keith, Sue Morgan and Alun Munslow (eds). Manifestos for History (London:
Routledge, 2007).

Lowenthal, David. The Past is a Foreign Country (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985).
Marwick, Arthur, The Nature of History (London: Macmillan, 1984).




RELIGION AND SOCIETY IN MEDIEVAL WORLD

IMA Course No. 302: Semester V-History

Unit 1: Introduction to religion and society in medieval world.
The rise of Islam and Christianity: an overview
How is medieval period different from other periods?
Unit 2: Medieval Europe:

A Brief discussion on Roman Empire; its decline and the role of German
Invasions
Byzantine Empire.

Feudalism: A comprehensive understanding; role of nobility, condition of serfs.

Urban society and beginning of Renaissance
Medieval church & monasteries; Reformation

Unit 3: Medieval Islam:

The rise of Islam; Its spread-a brief overview.

Evolution of Islam in Persia and its impact on Persian culture.
Other religions of Persia.

Society in medieval Persia.

Unit 4: Medieval China:

Introduction to Chinese civilization-A Timeline

Religious developments in China- Confucianism and its impact on Chinese
political ideology; Taoism, Legalism and Buddhism in China.

Society in China, Women in Chinese society.

Unit 5:Medieval Japan:

Introduction to Japanese civilization

Feudalism in Japan

Religion in Japan-Buddhism, Shintoism, Zen and Christianity.
Japanese society during medieval times.

Unit 6: Medieval India:

The beginning of medieval period in India. The discussion on early medieval
India.

A brief chronology of political developments in medieval India.
Bhakti movement in different parts of India.

Evolution of Sufi movement in India.




Selected Readings™:

Hitti, P.K. — History of Arabs, 1970

Hourani, Albert, A History of the Arab Peoples

Rosenwein, Barbara, A short History of the Middle Ages

Richard Bonney, The European Dynastic States, 1494-1660

Euan Cameron, The European Reformation

John Bossy, Christianity in the West, 1400-1700

Peter Burke, Popular Culture in Early Modern Europe

Lopez, Robert, The Commercial Revolution of the Middle Ages, 950-1350

Braudel, Fernand, The wheels of Commerce

L Butler, emperor and Aristocracy in Japan, 1467-1680: Resilience and Renewal, 2002
Adshead, SAM, China in World History

Bonavia, David, The Chinese

The Cambridge History of China: Alien Regimes and Border States, 710-1368

The Cambridge History of Iran

The Cambridge History of China: The Ming Dynasty, 1368-1644

M Collcutt 1982, ‘Kings of Japan? The political authority of the Ashikaga Shoguns, 1982
Lapidus, Ira, A History of Islamic Societies, 1988

K. Asakawa, Land and Society in Medieval Japan, 1965
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s course seeks to familiarize students with broad developments that look place in medieval India
ﬁ}‘plams the establishment of Turkish rule in India and tries to understand the changes (hat look place in the
socio-economic sphere during the medieval perioo.
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Outline:

Coming of Turks.

Establishment of Medieval India State
Establishrnent of Mughal Rule in India
Mughal Administration

Soceity and culture in Medieval India
The Medieval Indian Economy
Medieval Sauth India

Disintegration of Mughal Zmpirs
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Ashraf, K.M. Life and Conditions of the peopie of
Chandra, Satish Historiography, Religion and state in Medieva
Habib, Ifan The Agrarian system of Mughal India, revi
Habib, Irfan & Tapan Raychaudhary The Cambridge Ecc
Richards, J.F. The Mughal Empire, 1993

Stein, Burton Peasant State and Society in Medigval 50 dia, 1985
Rizvi, S.A.S. The Wonder that was India Il, 1987

Individual teachers may recommend, in adcitcc. C.pplementary and other readings for
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