
 
 

   



 
 

   

RELIGION AND SOCIETY IN MEDIEVAL WORLD 
 

IMA Course No. 302;  Semester V-History 
 

Unit 1: Introduction to religion and society in medieval world.  
 

  The rise of Islam and Christianity: an overview  
  How is medieval period different from other periods? 
 
Unit 2: Medieval Europe: 
 

 A Brief discussion on Roman Empire; its decline and the role of German     
            Invasions  

Byzantine Empire.  
 Feudalism: A comprehensive understanding; role of nobility, condition of serfs.  
 Urban society and beginning of Renaissance  
 Medieval church & monasteries; Reformation  
 
Unit 3: Medieval Islam: 
 

 The rise of Islam; Its spread-a brief overview.  
 Evolution of Islam in Persia and its impact on Persian culture.  
 Other religions of Persia. 
 Society in medieval Persia. 

 
Unit 4: Medieval China:  
 

 Introduction to Chinese civilization-A Timeline  
 Religious developments in China- Confucianism and its impact on Chinese  
            political ideology; Taoism, Legalism and Buddhism in China. 

Society in China, Women in Chinese society. 
 
Unit 5:Medieval Japan: 
 

Introduction to Japanese civilization  
Feudalism in Japan   

 Religion in Japan-Buddhism, Shintoism, Zen and Christianity. 
 Japanese society during medieval times.  
 
Unit 6: Medieval India: 
 

 The beginning of medieval period in India. The discussion on early medieval  
            India. 
 A brief chronology of political developments in medieval India.  

Bhakti movement in different parts of India.  
Evolution of Sufi movement in India. 

 
 



 
 

   

 

Selected Readings*: 
 

 Hitti, P.K. – History of Arabs, 1970 
 Hourani, Albert, A History of the Arab Peoples 
 Rosenwein, Barbara, A short History of the Middle Ages 
 Richard Bonney, The European Dynastic States, 1494-1660 
 Euan Cameron, The European Reformation 
 John Bossy, Christianity in the West, 1400-1700 
 Peter Burke, Popular Culture in Early Modern Europe 
 Lopez, Robert, The Commercial Revolution of the Middle Ages, 950-1350 
 Braudel, Fernand, The wheels of Commerce 
 L Butler, emperor and Aristocracy in Japan, 1467-1680: Resilience and Renewal, 2002 
 Adshead, SAM, China in World History 
 Bonavia, David, The Chinese 
 The Cambridge History of China: Alien Regimes and Border States, 710-1368 
 The Cambridge History of Iran 
 The Cambridge History of China:  The Ming Dynasty, 1368-1644 
 M Collcutt 1982, ‘Kings of Japan? The political authority of the Ashikaga Shoguns, 1982 
 Lapidus, Ira, A History of Islamic Societies, 1988 
 K. Asakawa, Land and Society in Medieval Japan, 1965 

 
 
 



 
 

    
 
 



 
 



 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

   

 

 



 
 

  


